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What remains in the wake of a dying star? The celestial ash of cosmic greatness. Inspired by
self-taught artist and filmmaker Joseph Cornell, Celestial Ash features artists who continue to
create poetry from the commonplace. Curated by journalist and art historian Kristine McKenna,
the exhibit features L.A. artists Exene Cervenka, Gail Greenfield Randall, Matjames, and
Michael McMillen, whose art reflects the legacy of Cornell. “Joseph Cornell’s intimate, elaborate
shadowboxes have had a palpable effect on these contemporary artists who similarly weave
commonplace objects into extraordinary and magical landscapes,” says McKenna, “Cornell also
has a tangible connection to Los Angeles—his first museum retrospective was organized by the

Pasadena Art Museum in 1967.”

While all assemblages use found objects to create three-dimensional artistic compositions, the
genre varies greatly in style and execution. Celestial Ash looks closely at the work of
contemporary artists whose work alludes to Cornell in terms of mood, magic, and intention.
Unlike the widely known art of Edward Kienholz and Bruce Conner, west coast artists whose
aggressive assemblages of the ‘50s and ‘60s were a vehicle for searing social commentary, the
artists of Celestial Ash create works that are personal and deeply emotional. Awash in feelings
of melancholy and things lost to the past, their works have a wistful loveliness that is worlds

away from work by Kienholz and Conner.

Featured artists are: Exene Cervenka, Michael McMillen, Gail Greenfield Randall, and Matjames.



Exene Cervenka is a founding member of the seminal L.A. punk band X. A self-taught artist
who works primarily in collage, Cervenka’s art-making practice began in the late 1970s with the
elaborately collaged journals she maintained while touring with X. The subject of a 2005 solo
show at the Santa Monica Museum of Art, Cervenka is represented by Los Angeles gallery

Western Projects, and DCKT Contemporary Art in New York.

Michael McMillen has been a greatly loved L.A. artist for decades. Among many other things,
McMillen creates what are best described as walk-in assemblages. For this exhibit, he will debut
a new work, The Asylum of Lost Thoughts, which incorporates sound, found objects, and film.
Represented by L.A. Louver Gallery, McMillen will be the subject of a career retrospective that

opens later this year at the Oakland Museum.

Gail Greenfield Randall is a self-taught artist whose career as a painter took a sharp turn in
2006 with the death of her grandmother, Tillie Blank. At that point, Randall became increasingly
preoccupied with time and the past, and began making haunting assemblages and memory

boxes that function as studies in the ephemeral.

Matjames is an artist who was living in New Orleans in 2005 when Hurricane Katrina made
landfall. Barely escaping with his life, he made his way to Los Angeles with his two dogs, and
after a difficult period of wrestling with post-traumatic stress disorder, he began producing
intricately detailed assemblages at a furious pace. Celestial Ash will feature a salon of

approximately 100 of Matjames’ unique works.

Celestial Ash will be on view at CAFAM from April 11 through September 13, 2009 and an
opening celebration will take place on Saturday, April 18, 2009 form 6pm to 9pm. A host of
events, including artists’ talks, children’s workshops, and adult classes, will take place during

the run of the exhibit.

*** High resolution images available ***

About CAFAM

CAFAM champions cultural understanding by encouraging curiosity about our diverse world.
Our exhibits and programs serve as a catalyst for the exploration of art and ideas that reflect our
ever-changing community. In a shrinking world, CAFAM believes in building common ground.
As the twenty-first century brings global cultures ever closer together, we often find ourselves
traveling in unfamiliar lands. This mapless new landscape requires inter-cultural fluency and
frequent trips to CAFAM.



About the curator

Kristine McKenna is a noted historian and critic. Her work as a journalist began in the late '70s,
when she covered the Los Angeles punk scene for various domestic and international
publications. During the '80s and '90s she wrote about art, film, and music for a variety of
publications, including New York Rocker, Art forum, Rolling Stone, and the Los Angeles Times.
In 2005 she co-curated the groundbreaking exhibition Semina Culture: Wallace Berman & his
Circle for the Santa Monica Museum of Art, and her historical overview of L.A. art, The Ferus
Gallery: A Place to Begin, will be published this month by Steidl. She lives in Los Angeles and is
presently working with writer Jane Brown on Feral Institutions: Rogue Hybrids and Collectives in
Los Angeles, a survey of unorthodox organizations in L.A.

Craft and Folk Art Museum
5814 Wilshire Boulevard
Los Angeles, CA 90036

Information
Tel. 323-937-4230
www.cafam.org

Museum Hours

Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday 11 am — 5 pm
Thursday 11 am -7 pm

Saturday and Sunday 12 — 6 pm

Museum Admission
General $5.00 / Students and Seniors 3.00
Members and Children under 12 Free / Free 1st Wednesday of month




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles false
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
    /Arial-Black
    /Arial-BlackItalic
    /Arial-BoldItalicMT
    /Arial-BoldMT
    /Arial-ItalicMT
    /ArialMT
    /ArialNarrow
    /ArialNarrow-Bold
    /ArialNarrow-BoldItalic
    /ArialNarrow-Italic
    /ArialUnicodeMS
    /CenturyGothic
    /CenturyGothic-Bold
    /CenturyGothic-BoldItalic
    /CenturyGothic-Italic
    /CourierNewPS-BoldItalicMT
    /CourierNewPS-BoldMT
    /CourierNewPS-ItalicMT
    /CourierNewPSMT
    /Georgia
    /Georgia-Bold
    /Georgia-BoldItalic
    /Georgia-Italic
    /Impact
    /LucidaConsole
    /Tahoma
    /Tahoma-Bold
    /TimesNewRomanMT-ExtraBold
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-ItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPSMT
    /Trebuchet-BoldItalic
    /TrebuchetMS
    /TrebuchetMS-Bold
    /TrebuchetMS-Italic
    /Verdana
    /Verdana-Bold
    /Verdana-BoldItalic
    /Verdana-Italic
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 5.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


